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IN THE CIAIMS 

Please cancel rejected Claims 1, 3-4, 7 and 14 , and amend 
Claims 2, 5-6 and 8, as set forth below. 

1 . (Canceled) - 

2. (Currently Amended) A radioactive substance 
decontamination apparatus ^ coxdi ng to Cl a im 1, f nrtW 
ee.^fig *™- decontami n ating a metal member contaminated by 
a radioactive substance using a reduc ing decontamination 

agent , compr i s ing : 

multiple reducing deco n tamination tanks having different 
radiation co^rcl values as upper limit values for a radiation 
dose of a reducing decontaminati on agent stored inside, said 
multiple reducing decontamination tanlcs i ncluding a first 
reducing decontamination tank and a seco nd reducing 
decontamination tank; 

wWein said second reduc i ng decontamination tank has a 
radiation onntrol val u e that is higher than that of said first 
r educing decontamination tank ; 

a carrier for taking out said metal member from said 
second reducing decontamination tank and placing said metal 
member in said first reducin g decontamination tank; 

a tube for transferring the reduc ing decontamination agent 
r . he first reducing decontamination tank into the second 
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reducing decontamination tank ; 

a first reducing agent decomposer for decomposing a 
component contained in the reducing decontaminati on agent of 
the reducing decontamination tank where said radi ation control 
value is the highest out of the reducing decontam ination tanks 
connected by said tube; 

a washing tank for washing said reducing decontamination 
agent deposited on said decontaminated metal member; and 

a second reducing decontamination agent decomposer for 
decomposing reducing decontamination agent in a reducing 
decontamination tank to which said tube is not connected. 

3-4 . (Canceled) . 

5. {Currently Amended) A radioactive substance 
decontamination apparatus according to Claim l , further 
comprising for decontaminating a metal member contaminated by 
a radioactive substance using a reducing deco ntamination 
agent, comprising: 

multiple reducing decontamination tanks having different 
radiation control values as the upper limit values for a 
radiation dose of a reducing decontamination agent stored 
inside; 

said multiple reducing aecontaminat ion tanks including a 
first reducing decontamination tank and a second reducing 
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decontamination tank , wherein said second reducing 
decontamination tank has a radiation control va lue that is 
higher than that of said first reducing decontam ination tank; 

a first tube for transferring, into the seco nd reducing 
decontamination tank where said radiation control va lue is the 
second value which is higher than said f irst value, the 
reducing decontamination agent in the first reducing 
decontamination tank where said radi ation control value is the 
first value; 

an oxidizing decontamination tank for decontam inating said 
metal member by using an oxidizing decontamina tion liquid; 

a carrier for transferring said metal member f rom said 
second reducing decontamination tank into sa id oxidizing 
decontamination tank, and said meta l member from said 
oxidizing decontamination tank into said fir st reducing 
decontamination tank; 

a reducing agent decomposer for decomposing a comp onent 
contained in the reducing decontamination agen t of the 
reducing decontamination tank where said radiati on control 
value is the highest out of the reducing decontamination tanks 
connected by said tube; 

a washing tank for washing said reducing de contamination 
agent deposited on said decontaminated metal mem ber; and 

a second tube for transferring an oxidizing 
decontamination agent from said oxidizing decontamination tank 
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to any of said multiple reducing decontamination tanks. 

6. (Currently Amended) A radioactive substance 
decontamination apparatus according to Claim 1> further 
comprising for decontaminating a metal member contaminated by 
a radioactive substance using a reducing decontamination 
agent, comprising: 

multiple reducing decontamination tanks having different 
radiation control values as the upper limit values for a 
radiation dose of a reducing decontamination agent stored 
inside; 

said multiple reducing decontamination tanks including a 
first reducing decontamination tank and a second reducing 
decontamination tank/ wherein said second reducing 
decontamination tank has a radiation control value that is 
higher than that of said first reducing decontamination tank/ 

a first tube for transferring, into the second reducing 
decontamination tank where said radiation control value is the 
second value which is higher than said first value, the 
reducing decontamination agent in the first reducing 
decontamination tank where said radiation control value is the 
first value; 

an oxidizing decontamination tank for decontaminating said 
metal member by using an oxidizing decontamination liquid; 
a carrier for transferring said metal member from said 
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^ s& ^ ssim ^ £SSsSs ^nr, t.nV into said oxidlsinc 
.„.,,„, f- — Big T Sald - 

decontaminatio n tank? 

a^ E educin g u=S2St^^ 
^^ agg ^ a _ £j!S _ ajHS ^ rtnr n nf ,n,i na rion agent of the 

^^ Ljass5£ig ^ ion ,.„. where said .station contro l 

- is a. hia h 1 fl» decontamination t an** 

„,„ , — - for vMblna^aid reducina decontamination 

Posited on sai n decontaminated metal member, an d 

a second tube for transferring an oxidizing 
decontamination agent from said oxidizing decontamination tan* 
to the reducing decontamination tan. where said radiation 
control value is the highest out of said reducing 
decontamination tanks. 



7 . 



(Canceled) 



8. (Currently Amended) A radioactive substance 
decontamination apparatus ^ .u iJlnj - nni m-v - for 
gecggaiia^^^ contaminated by a radioactive 

autotaace,^^^^ , 1 g tinn , T ^. compr.smg: 

reduce -wontamin.-rirn tanks having different 
control values upper limit values for a radiation 



JAN-06-05 06:09PM FROM- MATTINGLY. STANGER I MALUR, PC + 703 684 1157 T-689 P. 009/011 F-566 



U.S. Serial No. 10/078,347 NIP 256 



dose of a reducing dec o ntamination agent stored inside, said 
multiple reducing decontami n ation tanks including a first 
reducing decontamination tank and a second reducing 
decontamination tank; 

wherein said second reducing de contamination tank has a 
radiation control value that is higher than t hat of said first 
reducing decontamination tank ; 

a carrier for taking out said me tal member from said 
second reducing decontamination tank a nd placing said metal 
member in said first reducing dec ontamination tank; 

a tube for transferring the reduci ng decontamination agent 
in the first reducing decontamination tank into the second 
reducing decontamination tank ; 

a first reducing agent decomposer f or decomposing a 
component contained in the reducing decontaminatio n agent of 
the reducing decontamination tank where sa id radiation control 
value is the highest out of the reduci ng decontamination tanks 
connected by said tube; and 

a washing tank for washing said reducing deco ntamination 
agent deposited on said decontaminated metal member; 
further characterized in that: 

said carrier is designed to carry multiple said metal 
members, and, when carrying said metal members one by one, it 
immerses the second metal member in a tank other than the one 
where the first metal member is immersed. 
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9-14. (Canceled) 
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